GEORGE THE THIRD
Lieutenant of Ireland, advising him c not to quit his house nor
dismiss a single servant/
Pitt found it a most difficult task to get a Ministry together.
After two days one of the Secretaries of State [Temple] withdrew,
huffed, so it is said, because he was not raised to ducal rank as a
reward for his part in turning Fox and North out of office. Pitt
hoped to persuade Grafton and Camden to join him; but both
refused. Eventually a very * scratch ' team was got together.
First Lord of the Treasury:    ^
and	/Mr william pitt.
Chancellor of the Exchequer :J
Lord Chancellor: Baron Thurlow.
Lord Privy Seal: Duke of Rutland.
Secretary of State [Foreign Affairs]: Marquis of Carmarthen.
Secretary of State [Home Affairs]: Viscount Sydney.
Master-General of the Ordnance: Duke of Richmond.
First Lord of the Admiralty: Baron [later Earl] Howe.
Secretary at War: Sir George Young.
Paymasters-General: Mr William Wyndham Grenville and
Baron Mulgrave.
Treasurer of the Navy: Mr Henry Dundas.
Attorney-General: Mr Lloyd Kenyon.
Solicitor-General: Mr Richard Pepper Arden.
But, 'scratch' lot though they were, they were prepared to
hang on under Pitt's leadership; and that was all he asked of
them for the moment.
Pitt's plan of campaign was to appeal to the country as soon as
he was certain that public opinion was in his favour. Fox, on the
other hand, already aware that he was none too popular in many
of the constituencies, strove to avoid a dissolution. He believed
that it would be no difficult matter to drive his rival from office
by consistently wrecking his measures before Parliament. Fox's
was a fatal mistake: by opposing a dissolution of Parliament he
played into Pitt's hands. Pitt experienced a good deal of difficulty
in persuading his colleagues to agree to his plan. Thurlow, in
particular, wanted to appeal to the electorate without delay.
Even George held a similar opinion, which became stronger as
he witnessed the hopelessness of Pitt's position in the Commons.
Measures were introduced and were speedily negatived. There
220

